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Introduction

On the 244 rolls of this microfilm publication, M1524, are reproduced the declarations of intention and
naturalization petitions filed with the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California, Central
Division (Los Angeles), 1887-1940. These records are part of the Records of the District Courts of the
United States, Record Group 21, and are housed in the National Archives-Pacific Southwest Region,
Laguna Niguel, California.

Background

The Constitution of the United States provided Congress with the authority "...to establish an uniform
Rule of Naturalization..." (Art. 1, Sec. 8). To fulfill this responsibility, Congress passed the first
naturalization act on March 26, 1790 (1 Stat. 103). The law allowed any free, white alien over the age of
twenty-one to apply for citizenship after a residency of two years in the United States and one year in the
State from which the individual was applying. The process of naturalization had to take place in "any
common law court of record" that had a common law jurisdiction, a seal, a clerk, and a permanent record
of its proceedings. The applicant had to prove to the satisfaction of this court that he or she was of good
moral character, and take an oath of allegiance to the Constitution. The judge then ruled on the
naturalization petition.

Feeling that it had set the standards for citizenship too low, on January 29, 1795, Congress repealed the
1790 act and passed a more stringent law (1 Stat. 414). Except for a brief period from 1798-1802, this law
established the eligibility and procedural requirements that have since been the foundation of United
States naturalization policy and legislation. The naturalization procedure was changed from a one-step to
a two-step process, and required the alien to first file a "declaration of intention™ (sometimes referred to as
the "first paper") at least three years prior to entering a "petition for admission to citizenship" (also known
as the "second" or "final paper"). The residency requirement was increased to five years in the United
States and one year in the State or territory in which the court of application was located. Individuals had
to surrender any titles of nobility they held and renounce in court their allegiance to any foreign prince.

An exception to the generally liberal 1795 naturalization process, the Alien and Sedition Act of 1798 (1
Stat. 566) accompanied a wave of xenophobia that arose in the United States during the undeclared naval
war with France. The 1798 act increased the U.S. residency requirement to 14 years, including 5 years in
the state where the court of petition was located. The length of time between the filing of the "declaration
of intention" and the "final paper" was lengthened from three years to five. Court clerks were required to
forward copies of the declaration of intention, reports of registry, and naturalization proceedings to the
Secretary of State. Negative reaction to this law became so strong that on April 14, 1802, Congress finally
supplanted it with a new naturalization act (2 Stat. 153). This act basically reestablished the provisions of
the 1795 act but retained the 1798 registry which continued until 1828.



The act of 1802 was the last major change in naturalization law until 1906. During the intervening 104
years a number of minor revisions were made, including a reduction in the waiting period between filing
the declaration of intention and the naturalization petition from three to two years, and the requirement
that petitions attest that they were not anarchists. Most of the changes, however, merely altered or
clarified details of evidence and certification without changing the basic nature of the admission
procedure.

By the turn of the twentieth century, the steadily increasing number of immigrants entering the United
States each year had increased the demands upon clerks of the courts, who did most of the work relating
to naturalization. To relieve this burden and also to standardize naturalization procedures, Congress
passed an act on June 29, 1906, which established a Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (32 Stat.
596). The bureau was to “provide for a uniform rule for the naturalization of aliens throughout the United
States,” and, as part of this process, standardized application forms were established. A portion of the
Immigration and Naturalization staff placed under the direction of the Department of Justice was made
responsible for examining all citizenship petitions. Although the staff investigation and made
recommendations about which applications should receive approval, the judge of the court where the
applicant filed retained this ultimate decision about whether or not to grant citizenship.

In 1918 an act of Congress (40 Stat. 542) consolidated two previous acts that had waived the filing of
declarations for aliens with honorable discharges from U.S. military service. The first was an 1862 act for
the Army (12 Stat. 597) and the other was an 1894 act for the Navy and Marine Corps (28 Stat. 124). The
new act allowed aliens with at least three years of military service to file for citizenship.

An act of September 22, 1922 (42 Stat. 1021), repealed an act of 1855 (10 Stat. 604) that had allowed
alien wives of U.S. citizens to derive their citizenship from that of their husbands. Wives were now
required to be naturalized in their own right. The residency requirement was reduced to one year and the
declaration of intention was waived for alien wives of U.S. citizens. Section three of this act provided that
"any woman citizen who marries an alien ineligible to citizenship shall cease to be a citizen." Section five
stated that no woman whose husband was not eligible to become a citizen was to be naturalized during the
marriage. An act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1522), repealed section five and amended section three so
that citizenship would not be lost by a woman solely through her marriage.

American Indians were admitted to citizenship through treaty provisions and under special statutes. Prior
to 1924, the most important law relating to Indian citizenship was the Allotment Act of February 8, 1887
(24 Stat. 387). This statute conferred citizenship on every Indian born in the United States to whom
allotments were made by this act of any law or treaty. It also granted citizenship to every Indian born in
the United States who voluntarily resided "separate and apart from any tribe of Indians" and "adopted the
habits of civilized life." By the act of August 9, 1888 (25 Stat. 392), every Indian woman who married a
U.S. citizen was declared to be a citizen. On June 2, 1924, Congress passed an act (43 Stat. 153) which
declared that all Indians born in the United States were citizens.

In the first two decades of the twentieth century, public support for liberal immigration and naturalization
policies began to turn to opposition. Congress responded with the passage of the Immigration Act of 1924
(43 Stat. 153), which put a ceiling on the number of immigrants allowed to enter the United States each
year from countries outside the western hemisphere. Within this ceiling was established the "national
origins quota" system. The total number of immigrants to be admitted each year was to be divided among
eastern hemisphere countries in proportion to the number of people already in the United States from
those countries. The 1890 census and later the 1920 one would be used as a basis for establishing the
guotas. Census counts of blacks, East Asiatics, and American Indians were excluded from the quota



computations, which eliminated any further need for the courts to determine racial eligibility for
citizenship.

Adjustments continued to be made in the quota system. The immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (66
Stat. 162) established national quotas of not fewer than 100 persons annually from all countries
previously denied a quota. In 1965 the Immigration and Nationality Act (79 Stat. 911) replaced national
guotas with annual ceilings for the number of immigrants from both eastern and western hemispheres.

Records Description

The naturalization records reproduced here were generated by the United States District Court for the
Southern District of California. This court was created on September 18, 1850, about two weeks after
California became a State, by the extension of the Federal Judiciary Act of 1850 (9 Stat. 521). The State
was divided into two court districts until July 27, 1866, when Congress made California into a single
district with the court to meet primarily at San Francisco (14 Stat. 300).

In 1886 California was again divided into two judicial districts with boundaries delineated by counties
(24 Stat. 308). The Southern District encompassed the counties of Mariposa, Tulare, Fresno, Kern, San
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, San Bernardino, Ventura, Los Angeles, and San Diego. On May 29, 1900,
the Southern District was itself divided into Northern and Southern Divisions. The court that continued to
meet and have its district office in Los Angeles was designated the Southern Division of the Southern
District. The microfilmed records reflect the court's new jurisdiction of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
San Bernardino, Venture, Los Angeles, and San Diego counties.

By an act of Congress on March 1, 1929, another division was added to the Southern District structure.
Two counties, San Diego and Imperial, were removed from the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles court (now
known as the Central Division) and placed under the new Southern Division court at San Diego.

The microfilmed naturalization records of the District Court meeting in Los Angeles consist of 56
volumes of declarations of intention and 188 volumes of naturalization petitions, covering the period
1887-1940. The declarations are arranged numerically and contain each declarer's name, address,
birthplace, birth date, method and date of arrival in the United States, date of the petition, some
declaration information, the Oath of Allegiance of the petition, affidavits of witnesses, oaths of sponsors,
and the court order granting citizenship.

Related Records

Several indexes to naturalization records were created by the District Court. These are also held by the
National Archives-Pacific Southwest Region. The indexes include: four bound volumes for the period
1887-1927; naturalization index cards for the period 1915-1930; and naturalization index cards for the
period 1930-1976. The bound volumes have been filmed and are reproduced as M1607, Index to
Naturalization Records of the United States District Court for the Southern District of California, Central
Division (Los Angeles), 1887-1931. The two card indexes consist of 3- x 5-inch cards, arranged
alphabetically by surname, that contain declaration of intention number, petition number, date of
naturalization, certificate number, and occasionally an alien registration number. The card indexes have
been filmed and are reproduced as M1525, Naturalization Index Cards of the United States District Court
of the Southern District of California, Central Division (Los Angeles), 1915-1976.

Indexes and naturalization records for two county superior courts in southern California are also in the



custody of the Pacific Southern Region. The indexes and records appear in the following microfilm
publications: M1608, Naturalization Index of the Superior Court of Los Angeles County, California,
1852-1915; M1614, Naturalization Records in the Superior Court of Los Angeles County, California,
1876-1915; M1526, Naturalization Index Cards of the Superior Court of San Diego County, California,
1929-1956; M1609, Index to Citizens Naturalized in the Superior Court of San Diego County, 1853-
1956; M1612, Index to Declarations of Intention in the Superior Court of San Diego County, California,
1853-1956; and M1613, Naturalization Records in the Superior Court of San Diego County, 1883-1956.
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20 78-81; 37101-39100; 2/2/26-6/8/26
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26 92-94; 46950-48300; 1/14/28-4/17/28
27 94-96; 48301-49930; 4/17/28-8/7/28
28 96-98; 49930-51600; 8/7/28-12/5/29
29 98-100; 51600-53301; 12/5/28-4/19/29
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31 102-104; 54975-56600; 10/11/29-11/27/30
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37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85

115-116; 64601-66200; 2/20/34-8/21/34
117-118; 66201-67800; 8/21/34-11/22/34
119-120; 67801-69400; 11/22/34-2/23/35
121-122; 69401-71000; 2/23/35-4/22/35
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133-134; 79001-80480; 11/21/36-3/9/37
134-136; 80480-82070; 3/9/37-8/7/37
136-138; 82070-83710; 8/7/37-12/13/37
138-140; 83710-85400; 12/13/37-4/26/38
141-142; 85401-87000; 4/26/38-7/15/38
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1A-3; 1-300; 1/13/1887-11/22/1909
4-7, 301-670; 11/28/09-9/25/13
7-10; 670-1000; 9/25/13-6/26/15
11-14; 1001-1330; 6/28/15-11/11/15
14-17; 1330-1672; 11/16/15-3/20/16
17-20; 1672-2000; 3/20/16-7/24/16
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24-27; 2301-2696; 12/18/16-3/28/17
27-31; 2696-3046; 3/28/17-6/11/17
31-34; 3046-3390; 6/11/17-11/11/17
34-36; 3390-3600; 11/1/17-1/8/18
37-39; 3601-3900; 1/8/18-11/22/18
40-42; 3901-4200; 4/23/18-7/26/18
43-45; 4201-4500; 7/26/18-11/21/18
46-48; 4501-4788; 11/21/18-3/28/19
48-51; 4788-5101; 3/28/19-6/7/19
52-54; 5101-5480; 6/7/19-10/7/19
55-57; 5401-5700; 10/7/19-1/16/20
58-60; 5701-6000; 1/16/20-4/19/20
61-63; 6001-6300; 4/19/20-6/24/20
64-66; 6301-6592; 6/24/20-9/30/20
66-69; 6592-6900; 9/30/20-12/28/20
70-72; 6900-7171; 12/28/20-2/9/21
72-74; 7171-7400; 2/9/21-3/22/21
75-77; 7401-7700; 3/22/21-3/17/21
78-82; 7701-8200; 5/17/21-7/30/21
83; 8201-8300; 7/30/21-8/16/21
84-86; 8301-8600; 8/16/21-10/27/21
87-89; 8601-8900; 10/17/21-1/16/22
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90-92; 8901-9200; 1/16/22-3/7/22

93-95; 9201-9500; 3/7/22-5/24/22

96-98; 9501-9800; 3/24/22-9/7/22
99-101; 9801-10100; 9/7/22-12/2/22
102-104; 10101-10400; 12/2/22-2/15/23
105-107; 10401-10700; 2/15/23-5/16/23
108-111; 10701-11070; 3/16/23-8/13/23
111-114; 11070-11400; 8/13/23-11/5/23
115-117; 11401-11700; 11/5/23-1/10/24
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134-136; 13301-13600; 10/18/24-12/9/24
137-139; 13601-13900; 12/9/24-1/21/25
140-142; 13901-14200; 1/28/25-3/16/25
143-145; 14201-14500; 3/16/25-5/6/25
146-148; 14501-14800; 5/6/25-6/29/25
149-151; 14801-15100; 6/29/25-9/15/25
152-154; 15100-15400; 9/15/25-11/3/25
155-157; 15401-15700; 11/3/25-12/17/25
158-160; 15701-16000; 12/17/25-1/26/26
161-163; 16001-16300; 1/16/26-3/4/26
164-166; 16301-16600; 3/6/26-4/14/26
167-169; 16601-16800; 4/14/26-5/22/26
170-172; 16901-17200; 5/22/26-6/24/26
173-174; 17201-17540; 6/24/26-7/8/26
174-175; 17540-17845; 8/10/26-9/21/26
175-176; 17845-18207; 9/21/26-11/4/26
176-177; 18207-18520; 11/4/26-12/15/26
177; 18520-18800; 12/15/26-1/24/27
178; 18801-19145; 1/24/27-3/9/27
178-179; 19145-19480; 3/9/27-4/18/27
179-180; 19480-19800; 4/10/27-5/21/27
180-181; 19800-20085; 5/21/27-6/24/27
181; 20085-20400; 6/24/27-8/1/27

182; 20401-20732; 8/1/27-9/12/27
182-183; 20732-21070; 9/12/27-10/24/27
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184-185; 21396-21725; 11/30/27-1/9/28
185-186; 21725-22059; 1/9/28-2/15/28
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186-187; 22384-22650; 3/21/28-4/18/28
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188-189; 22940-23285; 5/21/28-6/26/28
189; 23285-23800; 6/26/28-7/24/28

190; 23801-23935; 7/24/28-9/10/28
190-191; 23935-24340; 9/10/28-10/15/28
191-192; 24340-24740; 10/15/28-11/15/28
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192-194; 24740-25141; 11/15/28-12/25/28
194-195; 25141-25540; 12/26/28-2/1/29
195-197; 25540-25935; 2/1/29-3/11/29
197-198; 25935-26280; 3/11/29-4/4/29
198-200; 26280-26670; 4/4/29-5/6/29
200-201; 26670-27050; 5/6/29-6/7/29
202-203; 27501-27432; 6/7/29-6/29/29
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27433-27835; 7/16/29-9/10/29
27835-28246; 9/10/29-10/17/29
28246-28635; 10/17/29-11/23/29
28635-29045; 11/23/29-1/4/30
29045-29445; 1/4/30-2/5/30
29445-29805; 2/5/30-3/10/30
29805-30193; 3/10/30-4/11/30
30193-30600; 4/11/30-5/20/30
30600-30991; 5/20/30-6/27/30
30991-31385; 6/27/30-8/11/30
31385-31795; 8/11/30-9/25/30
31795-32191; 9/25/30-11/12/30
32191-32585; 11/12/30-12/23/30
32585-32970; 12/23/30-2/3/31
32970-33360; 2/3/31-3/16/31
33360-33725; 3/16/31-4/15/31
33726-34125; 4/15/31-5/21/31
34126-34540; 5/21/31-7/1/31
34540-34955; 7/1/31-8/19/31
34955-35370; 8/19/31-10/13/31
35370-35790; 10/13/31-11/20/31
35790-36210; 11/20/31-1/6/32
36210-36615; 1/6/32-2/10/32
36615-37030; 2/10/32-3/24/32
37030-37460; 3/24/32-5/9/32
37460-37875; 5/9/32-6/27/32
37875-38323; 6/27/32-8/30/32
38323-38710; 8/30/32-11/7/32
38710-39068; 11/7/32-1/3/33
39068-39500; 1/3/33-3/6/33
39500-39925; 3/6/33-5/1/33
39925-40344; 5/1/33-6/19/33
40344-40760; 6/19/33-8/15/33
40760-41185; 8/15/33-10/18/33
41185-41614; 10/18/33-12/21/33
41614-42018; 12/21/33-2/19/34
42018-42439; 2/19/34-4/19/34
42439-42855; 4/19/34-6/11/34
42855-43260; 6/11/34-8/1/34
43260-43670; 8/1/34-9/20/34



183 43670-44025; 9/20/34-10/31/34

184 44026-44425; 10/31/34-12/17/34
185 44426-44876; 12/17/34-1/31/35
186 44876-45325; 1/31/35-3/15/35
187 45326-45757; 3/15/35-4/16/35
188 45757-46197; 4/16/35-5/15/35
189 46197-46640; 5/15/35-6/12/35
190 46640-47076; 6/12/35-7/9/35
191 47076-47507; 7/9/35-8/6/35
192 47507-47925; 8/6/35-9/9/35
193 47926-48365; 9/9/35-10/14/35
194 48365-48804; 10/14/35-11/21/35
195 48804-49236; 11/21/35-12/30/35
196 49236-49700; 12/30/35-1/31/36
197 49700-50122; 1/31/36-3/14/36
198 50122-50559; 3/14/36-8/17/36
199 50599-50993; 4/17/36-5/15/36
200 50993-51426; 5/15/36-6/18/36
201 51426-51876; 6/18/36-7/31/36
202 51876-52326; 7/31/36-9/15/36
203 52326-52722; 9/15/36-10/22/36
204 52722-53226; 10/22/36-12/10/36
205 53226-53656; 12/10/36-1/25/37
206 53656-54097; 1/25/37-2/20/37
207 54097-54544; 2/20/37-3/31/37
208 54544-54941; 3/31/37-4/28/37
209 55941-55372; 4/28/37-6/14/37
210 55372-55812; 6/14/37-7/20/37
211 55812-56256; 7/20/37-8/20/37
212 56256-56701; 8/20/37-9/28/37
213 56701-57129; 9/28/37-11/4/37
214 57129-57570; 11/4/37-12/16/37
215 57570-58038; 12/16/37-1/25/38
216 58038-58485; 1/25/38-3/4/38
217 58485-58909; 3/4/38-4/11/38
218 58909-59322; 4/11/38-5/10/38
219 59322-59745; 5/10/38-6/28/38
220 59745-60204; 6/28/38-8/5/38
221 60204-60627; 8/5/38-9/8/38
222 60627-61057; 9/8/38-10/7/38
223 61057-61480; 10/7/38-11/7/38
224 61480-61938; 11/7/38-12/15/38
225 61938-62275; 12/15/38-1/10/39
226 62276-62675; 1/30/39-5/12/39
227 62676-63175; 5/12/39-6/9/39
228 63176-63673; 6/9/39-7/14/39
229 63674-64175; 7/14/39-7/14/39
230 64176-64510; 7/14/39-7/28/39
231 64511-65004; 7/28/39-8/11/39

232 65005-65491; 8/11/39-8/25/39



233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244

65492-65803; 8/25/39-9/8/39
65086-66406; 9/8/39-9/22/39
66407-66900; 9/22/39-10/27/39
66901-67236; 10/27/39-11/10/39
67237-67762; 11/10/39-12/8/39
67763-68194; 12/8/39-12/22/39
68195-68843; 12/22/39-1/12/40
68844-69282; 1/12/40-2/9/40
69283-69728; 2/9/40-2/22/40
69729-70262; 2/22/40-3/8/40
70263-70768; 3/8/40-4/12/40
70769-71250; 4/12/40-4/16/40



